
WRITING SEARCH WARRANTS 
16-Hour Training Course 
40 Seats Available   (Eligible for TCOLE Credit) 

 FFRREEEE  TTRRAAIINNIINNGG  FFOORR  FFEEDDEERRAALL,,  LLOOCCAALL  AANNDD  SSTTAATTEE  OOFFFFIICCEERRSS  
 

WHEN July 19-20, 2016  (Tues - Wed)  TIME 8am – 5pm     
8am – 5pm 

 
WHERE Portland Community Center COST TUITION FREE 
 2000 Billy G. Webb 
 Portland, TX  78374 

COURSE SYNOPSIS: 
This is a two-day class designed to walk the students through the necessary steps to draft a search warrant that will 
stand up against any attack in the courtroom.  The goal in this class is to “de-mystify” what is necessary to gather 
sufficient probable cause for a search warrant and then to state that probable cause in a concise, legally sufficient, and 
organized manner so that the magistrate can clearly see the justification for issuing the warrant and the trial judge can 
review the affidavit and warrant in a Motion to Suppress and see that the affidavit is legally sound and the warrant 
meets federal and state requirements. 
 
Discussion of when search warrants are not required.  We will review the vehicle exception to the warrant requirement, 
searches conducted incident to arrest, and reasonable suspicion versus probable cause.  We will also review the 
“Exclusionary Rule” and “Good Faith Exceptions” to that rule. 
 
After those issues are covered, we begin an in-depth study of how to draft a legally sound search warrant and search 
warrant affidavit.  Each element required in an affidavit for search warrant will be discussed with examples showing the 
students how to deal with each issue. 
 
The second day will begin with a discussion about “conclusory statements”, which is a common problem in search 
warrant affidavits.  The students will be given handouts of affidavits and the class discusses those examples. Then, the 
instructor will point out the problems and then provide a “school solution” handout showing the students how to correct 
the problem(s). 
 
We will also talk about informants. When are informants discoverable by the defense?  And, even if the informant is not 
“discoverable” under the law, how can you draft an affidavit for search warrant without the defendant figuring out who 
your informant was. 
 
We will discuss Franks v. Delaware.  What does this case really mean?  And, how to avoid the issues that were present 
in this case. 
 
We will also look at other affidavits, in the form of handouts, that have that have issues. The students are asked to spot 
those issues and then come up with solutions to those problems.  Again, after each “band example” I will provide them 
with a second handout that is the “school solution”. 
 
The last topic that we will cover is executing search warrants.  We will discuss “Knock and Announce”. Must an officer 
“knock and announce” before entry on a search warrant.  And, we will go through how to draft a “No Knock” search 
warrant.   
 
In addition, we discuss where you can search, what do you do with the occupants of the location that is being searched, 
what if you find something that is not covered in the search warrant, and the requirements relating to inventories of 
property seized and the return to the magistrate who issued the warrant. 
 
Click Here to Register- You may also register using the link provided in the email notification or 
at http://training.houstonhidta.org.  Contact Norma Molina if you have any problems registering at 
normamolina@houstonhidta.net or at 281-372-5857. 

http://www.houstonhidta.net/EBForms.aspx?EBID=243&EBType=R
http://training.houstonhidta.org/
mailto:normamolina@houstonhidta.net

